S62    HISTORY OF BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA.

other influence in history. There he spent his
time absorbed in great plans of building and of
restoration, enrapt in the work of his scholars, who
were disentangling the threads that led away into
the dawn of human history, and devoted to prayers
and good works before the gods. Imagination
conceives him not as busied with concerns of state
in the capital or at the head of an army seeking
new territory or defending old, but rather as going
about his lauds watching the progress of work
upon a temple, or stepping down into excavations
to look upon the inscribed name of some old king
which no eye hud seen for thousands of years.
Though there is no clear statement in his records
to this effect, it seems almost certain that the great
concerns of state were left to his son, Bel-shar-usur
(" Bel protect the king," the biblical Belshazzar),
who was a sort of regent during probably a large
part of the reign. That the position of Bel-shar-
usur was unusual appears quite clearly from the
manner of the allusions to him in Nabonidus's in-
scriptions. At the end of some of them his name
is coupled in the prayers with that of Nabonidus,
and blessings are especially invoked upon him.1
No such usage as this appears in any other text,
and there must be a specific reason for it, which
it is simplest to find in his regency. This is sup-

1 So, Tor example: M From sin against thy exalted godhead guard me, and
grant me, as a gift, life for many days, and in the heart of Belshazzar, my
firstborn son, tho offspring of my body, establish reverence for thy great
godhead. May ho not incline to sin, but enjoy the fullness of life " (small
inscription of TJr, col. li, lines 20